
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 14 August 2014] 

 p5346c-5346c 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Ben Wyatt 

 [1] 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION — COMMONWEALTH FUNDING 

560. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. I repeat: will the Premier give parents across Western Australia an assurance 
that their children will have 15 hours of kindy time in public and private schools next year—yes or no? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

The Leader of the Opposition can ask the question the way he wants, and I will answer it the way I want. Again, 
the Leader of the Opposition does nothing but try to undermine confidence in our education system, in our health 
system and in our public transport system; that is all he does. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If he should do one thing today, it should be to explain the actions of the member over 
there! He should be explaining the appalling conduct of the chairman of that committee. He should get up and 
answer that. 

Point of Order 

Mr B.S. WYATT: As you no doubt know, Mr Speaker, pursuant to standing order 249, membership of a 
parliamentary committee is up to the Parliament by way of notice of motion. If the Premier wants to bring on 
debate, bring it on, and we will have a debate over the standards of the member for Girrawheen compared with 
the standards of the member for Vasse. Bring on the debate! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! That is not a point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This government led on education in the 1990s and continues to do so. We place an 
enormous priority on kindergarten and pre-primary. That is one of the reasons we have redirected resources, 
under the Teese recommendations. The Leader of the Opposition may continue to try to undermine confidence in 
pre-primary, but this state government has an outstanding record in early childhood education, which we will 
maintain. I challenge the Leader of the Opposition to stand up and defend the actions of that member. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Forrestfield, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Warnbro, I call you 
to order for the first time. I do not want the wall of noise. 
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